The ITGEL Foundation

Protecting Mongolia’s Cultural and Environmental 1.egacy Through Grassroots Projects

Press Release & Event Listing for Local Non-Profit

The following is a submission for a listing of apcaming non-profit special event as well as a psagbdor a
possible interview or feature story about our orgation, The Itgel Foundation. | hope that this eral is
sufficient, and that you find our story intriguilagd worthy of media attention. | have outlined &bpossibility
for a story angle, and added a few tag line “twigtfeas that may be of interest to you. For morerimftion, or to
set up an interview, please contact Executive DirgdMorgan Keay at (303) 448-9115.

EVENT LISTING:

MONGOLIAN CULTURAL BENEFIT

Local non-profit group, The Itgel Foundation, Wik hosting a benefit event on Sunday, Mar&faf7the Dairy Center for the
Arts. All proceeds go towards projects of cultyvegservation that directly benefit the people offigalia. This exciting event
will feature live performances of various kinds,eanticing silent auction, unique surprises and gendbar! General admission
tickets are $30, or $12 for students. For more &fd for tickets call: (303) 448-9115.

POSSIBLE STORY IDEAS:

Local Graduate Conducts Life-Saving work in Mongolia
Local non-profit seeksto be among thefirst in theworld to conduct Artificial Insemination on reindeer

The Itgel Foundation was established by Bouldeidess, and recent University of Colorado gradudergan
Keay after her return from a six-month stay in Mol in 2002. During that time, Keay lived with nadic
herders and learned enough Mongolian languages skillconduct extensive interviews with the peogdid¢hat
country. This led her to the indigenous Tsaatawplee a small reindeer-herding ethnic group thatdion the
Mongolia-Siberia border. The Tsaatan's 7,000 yddrsubsistence way of life now teeters on the braik
extinction due to widespread slaughter of their issomestic reindeer herd during Mongolia’s communis
occupation in recent decades. Because of thisrjdtte reindeer herd now numbers only a fractibwlwat it once
did, and is stricken with severe inbreeding andespead disease infection. This has left the iefmddent
Tsaatan ethnic group literally struggling to sueviif something is not done to revitalize the Healtd numbers of
their reindeer herd, this unique indigenous cultwvitesurely disappear forever.

In an effort to ameliorate this situation, and totpct the Tsaatan’s unique culture, The Itgel Eamon has
devised a plan that will restore the genetic stitertg the Tsaatan’s reindeer herd, thereby givivese¢ people a
restored hope for the future. The Foundation wilhdp a team of reindeer experts from around theldvay
northern Mongolia this summer to conduct assistepraductive technology, otherwise known as Artiici
Insemination, a safe effective method often usedcbgservation biologists to revitalize endangerednal
populations. This will be one of the first timesstliype of procedure is attempted on reindeer amsywln the
world.

To benefit this and other projects of cultural preation conducted by The Itgel Foundation, thghaization will
be hosting a fundraising event on March 2004 at Boulder's The Dairy Center for the Afthe event will
feature a silent auction, live performances, anduensurprises. All proceeds will go towards prtgeaf cultural
preservation that directly benefit the people ofngalia. The Itgel Foundation needs the Boulder comity's
help! For more information on this event and fokéts, please call: (303) 448-9115.
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